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The Most Important Investments
Don’t happen at banks or online. Instilling a love for the land and the lifestyle ensures we all have a future of safe, 
affordable food. And the next generation of farmers and ranchers to produce it.
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Time Event Attire* Location
Thursday, February 3 
10:00 am – 5:00 pm Registration  Palmetto Landing 

5:30 pm – 6:30 pm Welcome Reception  Business Palmetto Ballroom

6:30 pm – 9:30 pm Welcome Banquet  & Meet the Class of 2020 Business Palmetto Ballroom    
 Emcee: Andrew Kimmel, OFA President
 Speaker: Sonny Purdue, former U.S. Secretary of Agriculture and former Governor of Georgia

9:30 pm – 12:00 am OFA Hospitality Casual Broad 1 & 2

Friday, February 4
6:30 am – 7:45 am Breakfast Buffet Casual Palmetto Ballroom

8:00 am – 4:00 pm Off Site Tours Casual    

4:00 pm – 5:30 pm Registration  Palmetto Landing

5:30 pm – 6:30 pm East Coast Seaside Reception Casual Omni’s Shorehouse   
 Sponsored by Bamberg Family Practice 

6:30 pm – 10:00 pm East Coast Seaside Dinner  Casual  Omni’s Shorehouse    
 Entertainment: Sonrise Mountain Revival 

10:00 pm – 12:00 am OFA Hospitality Casual Broad 1 & 2

Saturday, February 5
8:00 am – 5:00 pm Registration  Palmetto Landing

8:00 am – 9:30 am NACAA Breakfast Business  Palmetto Ballroom
 Speakers: J. Craig Williams and Gene McAvoy, Past Presidents, NACAA 

9:45 am – 11:15 am OFA Forum  Business  Sabal
 Speakers: Don Koehler and Taylor Sills

11:45 pm – 1:15 pm John Deere Luncheon  Business  Palmetto Ballroom
 Speaker: Jon Ebert, John Deere

1:30 pm – 3:00 pm OFA Annual Meeting  Business  Sabal 

5:30 pm – 6:30 pm NOYF Awards Reception Formal Palmetto Landing

6:30 pm – 9:30 pm NOYF Awards Banquet  Formal Palmetto Ballroom
 Emcee: Tom Steever

9:30 pm – 1:00 am OFA Hospitality and Auction Casual Broad 1 & 2

Sunday, February 6
6:30 am – 9:00 am NOYF Breakfast and Departures Casual Palmetto Ballroom

* Casual – Jeans & Polo / Business – Slacks & Dress Shirt, Sports Jacket / Formal – Dark Suit & Tie/Cocktail Dress

2022 NOYF Agenda



Welcome to our 2021 and 2022 National Outstanding Young Farmer Awards Program Finalists!

Congratulations on your selection to the National Outstanding Young Farmer Awards Program 
(NOYF).  We are here in Hilton Head Island, South Carolina, to celebrate your accomplishments 
in your chosen field of agriculture. We appreciate your dedication to improving your business 
operations and to sustaining and protecting the environment. Your leadership to your community, 
state, and national organizations are truly remarkable!

By virtue of being an NOYF finalist, you automatically become a member of the Outstanding Farmers 
of America (OFA).  Most of the attendees at the Congress were participants at some point in the last 
66 years.  The OFA is dedicated to being a positive voice in agriculture by recognizing outstanding 
young farmers in America.  We hope the classes of 2021 and 2022 will bond this weekend, and thus 
return to many OFA Congresses in the future!  We are here to attest that being a part of the OFA 
has been a life changing experience for both of us.  We have met so many great friends throughout 
the United States and now enjoy their friendship outside of the OFA. Many members have not 
missed a Congress since being nominated.

The OFA’s annual meeting will be on Saturday.  This is where you can become familiar with the 
working of the organization as we conduct the business of the OFA and the NOYF awards program.  
We come together to plan and volunteer to honor the next class of NOYF. Everyone here was once 
in your shoes and would like to continue to honor next year’s candidates. We often plan educational 
trips across the country and abroad. 

It is our hope that you will enjoy this experience and 
make many new friends this weekend.  The OFA 
alumni members are looking forward to meeting all 
of you, engaging you in conversation, and learning 
about your agricultural operations. Welcome to the 
OFA, and congratulations again!

Sincerely, 

Andrew and Erin Kimmel (PA 2007) 
Presidents of Outstanding Farmers of America 



February 2022

 

To: Distinguished Outstanding Farmers of America Alumni and National Outstanding Young Farmer 
Candidates 

On behalf of John Deere, welcome to the 2022 National Outstanding Young Farmers Awards 
Congress.  As it has been nearly two years since we were last together face-to-face, we are eager to 
meet you in South Carolina and to explore agriculture in the area.   

As we approach the 2022 growing season, this year’s program is a great opportunity to engage and 
learn from each other.  Being together in-person will accelerate networking, grow relationships and 
generate new ideas to consider on your farm. The future of agriculture remains strong.  And, 
advocating for the agriculture industry will remain important moving forward.  Your active participation 
in this year’s Congress can be a crux for that advocacy by developing your own capabilities or 
encouraging others. 

John Deere is proud to sponsor the National Outstanding Young Farmers program and to be a part of 
your Awards Congress. I look forward to seeing you in Hilton Head. 

Sincerely, 
Jon Ebert | Manager, North American Public & Industry Relations 
John Deere Ag and Turf Division   

John Deere Ag Marketing Center  
10789 S. Ridgeview Rd., Olathe, KS 66061 
United States 
Phone: (913) 310-8100 
E-mail: EbertJonathon@JohnDeere.com

Jon Ebert 
Manager, North American Public & Industry 
Relations 





CONNECTICUT 
Allyson Angelini & Keith Padin
Mixed Vegetables
Allyson Angelini of Ledyard, CT, grows mixed vegetables on Full Heart Farm, which 
specializes in family meal-based CSAs. With a degree in Sustainable Agriculture 
Education, Angelini started her business from the ground up after working as a manager 
at a pick-your-own farm and a farm-to-table cooking school. Her 1.5 acre farm 
now feeds more than 200 families and supplies several restaurants each week with 
vegetables, flowers, chicken, pork, eggs, and berries. In response to the challenges of 
the pandemic, she launched a program called the Farm Collective which functions as 
an online farmer’s market. Angelini also manages a market garden and fruit orchard 
for Jovial Farm. She provides real-farm examples and mentoring to the Beginning Farmers Financial Planning courses at 
Cornell, and she also teaches courses through the University of Connecticut Extension. Her goal is to maximize efficiency 
and production on her small property and balance farm with family to create a sustainable lifestyle. Allyson and her 
husband Keith have four children, Henry, Cora, Sadie, and Lila. 

2021 NOYF Finalists
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GEORGIA 
Matt & Melissa Bottoms 
Nursery, Soybeans, Corn Millet
Matt and Melissa Bottoms of Concord, GA, operate both a nursery and a row crop 
farm, growing soybeans, corn, and millet. As a fifth-generation farmer, Bottoms relates 
that he does not remember a time in his life when he was not involved in farming. 
Since taking an official leadership role in the family nursery in 2000, he has focused on 
increasing yields, improving plant quality, and marketing his products while working 
closely with the Natural Resources Conservation Service to develop erosion control 
measures and improve nutrient retention. Developing new machinery to decrease 
dependence on labor has been a priority as well, including the development of a rotary 
hoe that eliminates weeks’ worth of hand labor and an overhead watering system that decreases the time spent soaking 
thousands of newly potted plants. Melissa homeschools the couple’s children, Anna, Madelyn, and Abigail, and works in the 
farm office as well as in the nursery. They are both active in Farm Bureau, FFA alumni, and various ag organizations.

IOWA
Jarred & Shelby Moose 
Soybeans, Hay, Cattle
Jarred and Shelby Moose of Monona, IA, raise soybeans, hay, and cattle on the family 
farm, following the dream of farming that Jarred has cultivated since childhood. After 
purchasing his grandparents’ farm in 2013, he kept his full-time job while working 
toward the goal of farming full-time with his father. The untimely death of his dad 
in 2016 resulted in Jarred taking over the family farm, gradually buying land and 
upgrading equipment to accommodate the growing number of acres. Through his 
farming career, Jarred has worked to increase conservation practices such as no-till, 
terraces, and manure spreading, working toward a goal of becoming as efficient as 
possible. This efficiency carries over into the farm shop, where he repairs and maintains his own equipment. He is active 
in Farm Bureau and is also a dedicated neighbor and friend to those in need of help.  Shelby works full-time at the local 
hospital. They have two children, James and Hazel. 



MINNESOTA 
Gary & Tina Schoenfeld
Soybeans, Hay, Beef Cattle, Sheep
Gary and Tina Schoenfeld of Waseca, MN, raise soybeans, hay, beef cattle, and sheep 
on the family farm purchased from his grandparents, which he operates in partnership 
with his brother, Steven. The Schoenfelds have integrated precision planting, grid 
sampling, buffer strips along ditches, and no-till farming practices to increase their 
efficiency and conserve soil and nutrients. Coming from a long line of farmers on both 
sides of his family, Gary has wanted to farm for as long as he can remember, and he 
now aims to grow the farm to a size that will allow his children to farm beside him. 
Tina has been an at-home mom to children Rebecca, Kaitlyn, Natalie, and Isabel while 
balancing farm roles as bookkeeper, combine driver, grain cart operator, and field cultivator. The Schoenfelds are active in 
many community organizations, including 4-H, the local food bank, Farm Bureau, and their church. 

2021 NOYF Finalists

NEW JERSEY 
Hillary & Jeff Barile 
Sod, Wheat, Barley, Soybeans
Hillary Barile of Shiloh, NJ, produces sod, wheat, barley, and soybeans on Rabbit Hill 
Farms. After earning a degree in Chemistry and Environmental Studies at Dartmouth, 
she worked off the farm before discovering that her passion was production agriculture. 
Returning the the family farm, she began taking on more management responsibilities. 
Transitioning away from her family’s practice of potato farming and into malthouse 
sales has expanded the business in a more profitable direction. Barile has met the 
challenge of growing small grains in the mid-Atlantic region where they are an 
uncommon crop, relying on her horticulture experience and her deep understanding of 
the malting process to meet her production goals. Her background as a conservation planner has helped her realize the 
importance of developing a whole farm conservation plan with NRCS. Hillary’s husband, Jeff, is a Deputy Attorney General 
for the State of New Jersey, and they have two children, Ryker and Holden.

NEW MEXICO
Jeroen & Traci van der Ploeg 
Wheat, Corn, Beef Cattle, Dairy
Jeroen and Traci van der Ploeg of Clovis, NM, raise wheat, corn, and beef cattle along 
with their dairy operation. A native of the Netherlands, Jeroen is a ninth-generation dairy 
farmer whose father sold the farm in Holland to pursue new farming opportunities in 
the United States when Jeroen was 15. The van der Ploegs have diversified their farm by 
incorporating a milk and yogurt company as well as a specialty shop to direct market 
their products. They have also developed a feed yard and a trucking company. Jeroen’s 
goals have changed through the years. Once the primary goal was just to stay in 
business. Today, he looks to perfect herd health, operate the dairy at maximum capacity 
while limiting operating costs, and produce consistently high-quality milk. Along with marketing the farm’s yogurt and milk, 
Jeroen’s wife, Traci, is overseeing operations with the new store. Their ultimate goal is for their three children Geritt, Teis, 
and Andelynn, to have the opportunity to farm someday. 
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WASHINGTON 
John & Morgan Morrison
Potatoes, Grass Seed, Spinach Seed, Small Grains
John and Morgan Morrison of Mount Vernon, WA, grow potatoes, grass seed, spinach 
seed, and small grains. Since becoming a farmer, John’s goals have expanded from 
continuing the family farm passed down from ancestors since 1890 to educating the 
public about farming as a way of life. Once a basic homestead with a cow and a garden, 
the farm later became a dairy before transitioning to other crops. Today, John is a beta 
tester for new irrigation technology as well as experimenting with cover crops to build 
soil health. Maximizing soil potential is a priority, and the Morrisons utilize crop rotations 
and locally sourced fertilizer from nearby dairy farms. Modernizing the farm equipment 
has helped increase the farm’s efficiency, especially during harvest. Morgan works off the farm as a permit technician 
for the City, but she serves as a relief truck driver and plans to take over as bookkeeper. The Morrisons have two children, 
Case and Lucas, and they are active in local school and church functions as well as the county ag advisory board, Farm 
Bureau, and the Potato Industry Leadership Institute.

2021 NOYF Finalists

WISCONSIN 
Philip & Laura Finger 
Dairy, Alfalfa, Corn, Soybeans
Philip and Laura Finger of Oconto, WI, operate a dairy and grow alfalfa, corn, and 
soybeans on a fifth-generation farm. Concentrating on meeting milk production goals 
by emphasizing cattle comfort and genetic selection along with improving soil quality 
have been top priorities for the Fingers, who both hold degrees in Dairy Science. Striving 
for a goal of seven pounds per cow of fat and protein components in the milk per day, 
the Fingers utilize technology such as collars to monitor estrus activity and genomic 
monitoring through DNA tissue samples. Laura focuses on calf development, manages 
the parlor, and oversees facility maintenance. The Fingers strive to present a positive 
face for agriculture through social media and believe that the role of farmers is to build soil. A comprehensive nutrient 
management program, three separate manure storage facilities, and grass strips to prevent erosion are all components of 
their conservation program with an ultimate goal of making the farm sustainable for the next generation, children Alana, 
PJ, Alisa, and Alivia.

         Special thanks to

Nurturing the 
NOYF Program 
for 46 years
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2021 NOYF Judges
Greg Bendixson | OFA PRESIDENT
Greg and Carmen Bendixson farm in the northwest corner of North Dakota and are members 
of the OFA class of 2002.  They manage a family farm growing durum wheat, field peas, 
and canola for cash crops along with a cow-calf operation.  Their farm has been a no-till 
operation since 2002, and recently received the county soil conservation award.  They have 
three sons, Derek, Ryan, and Kent; all three live on farmsteads nearby and are involved in the 
farming operation.  Greg is currently serving as chairman of the county zoning board, served 
as chairman of the county Agriculture Improvement Committee, as well as serving as church 
treasurer, while Carmen has served on the county 4-H board.

Andrew Kimmel | OFA VICE PRESIDENT
Andrew and Erin Kimmel farm 1,600 acres of corn and soybeans and a few acres of small 
grains and hay. They also have a feedlot and finish about 350 steers a year in western 
Pennsylvania. Their two children, Ben and Emily, are young adults. Andrew and Erin farm with 
his parents implementing no-till practices and installing many conservation practices. Andrew 
serves on the Armstrong County Conservation District board, The Bedford Farm Bureau Co-op 
Board of directors, and the Pennsylvania Corn Growers Association. Andrew and Erin serve 
as deacons in their church; Erin is also very involved with the children’s program. Andrew and 
Erin were National OYF winners in 2007.

Don Hartman | OFA TREASURER
Don and Cheryl Hartman, along with their son Matthew and his wife Megan, farm 500 acres 
of vegetables and small grains in southern New Mexico. Matthew and Megan returned to the 
farm in 2014, Matthew with a degree in Agronomy and Megan with an Agricultural Business 
degree. This area in New Mexico is a high desert and produces some of the best tasting green 
chile and onions in the nation. All of their farms are irrigated by sub-surface drip irrigation. 
Don is president of Luna County Farm and Livestock Bureau and is the current treasurer of 
Deming Soil and Water Conservation District. Don and Cheryl are both actively involved in 4-H 
and the Southwestern New Mexico State Fair. Theyl were National OYF winners in 2006.

Gene McAvoy | NACAA PAST PRESIDENT
Gene McAvoy became involved with agriculture in the Garden State where he picked 
tomatoes in high school to earn money for college and has over 50 years’ experience in 
the vegetable industry. His career spans West Africa, South Africa, Latin America, and the 
Caribbean. He moved north to Florida after 6 years in Jamaica in 1989. In 1997, Gene joined 
the University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Science as a regional specialized 
vegetable Extension Agent, a position he held for 22 years. In 2019, he became the Associate 
Director for Stakeholder Relations at the UF IFAS Southwest Florida Research and Education. 
Gene concluded his term as NACAA President in September 2020.

Mark Binversie  | INVESTORS COMMUNITY BANK 
Mark is a founder of Investors Community Bank in Manitowoc, Wi., an agriculture orientated 
bank, serving in the capacity of President for 26 yrs. Investors Community Bank became public 
in 2015 and has since been acquired by Nicolet National Bank of Green Bay, Wisconsin. Mark 
has also operated the Heartland Dairy LLC, a 350 dairy cow operation with 700 total head. 
He has served as Chairman of the Wisconsin Banking Association-Ag Section and served on 
the County Bancorp Board of Directors for 25 years. He worked with the National Sec. of Ag. 
in re-designing the FSA guarantee program. Mark and his wife, Sandra have 5 children in 
Cedarburg, WI.  



Welcome to South Carolina!

Congratulations  to the 

Outstanding Farmers of America 
Classes of 2021 & 2022

Jerry Barnes and Neoma Loehr  | Oregon  |  OFA Class of 1970
92884 Applegate Trail  | Junction City, OR 97448



ALABAMA 
Seth & Kaylee Hubert
Corn, Wheat, Soybeans, Agritourism
Seth Hubert of New Market, Alabama, grew up with the sole aspiration of becoming 
a farmer. That dream seemed out of reach after his father’s unexpected death and 
subsequent sale of the farm equipment and much of the property. Working his way 
through college by putting up metal buildings, Seth eventually returned to rebuild 
the farm. Armed with a degree in crop science and robotic soil sampling technology, 
Seth’s goal is to create long-term stability for the farming future of his children, Addie 
and Atlas. Soil health is the focus of his farming decisions. Along with corn, wheat, and 
soybeans, Seth has begun growing tulips, planting four acres of bulbs by hand when the 
mechanized planter could not complete the job. This diversification includes a tulip festival hosting 15,000 people on the 
farm as a way to increase revenue without adding acreage, which is difficult with unaffordable land and increased rental 
prices due to urbanization in his area. Seth’s wife, Kaylee, works as a radiographer, but she also assists with farm staffing, 
events, social media, and planting.

2022 NOYF Finalists

CONNECTICUT 
Suzie Flores & Jay Douglas 
Sugar Kelp
Suzie Flores of Pawcatuck, Connecticut, operates Stonington Kelp Co., an aquaculture 
farm specializing in sugar kelp that is marketed to local restaurants and shops. She 
began the enterprise when her husband, Jay Douglas, and their children, Bernadette, 
Bruno, and Isadora, moved onto a marina which they worked to rehabilitate. Suzie 
operates on 10 acres and has created the Sugar Kelp Cooperative to market and sell 
the product. She strives to provide an example of preserving the culture of working 
waterfronts as well as fighting climate change through farming carbon and nitrogen out 
of the ocean. Local land farmers utilize any kelp that is not considered to be food grade 
as mineral-rich soil amendments which reduce the need for chemical inputs that negatively impact waterways through 
runoff. In addition to the kelp operation, Suzie and Jay operate the marina, and Jay also owns and operates a barge 
which services local moorings. Suzie serves on the local chamber of commerce board and on the board of Eating with the 
Ecosystem, supporting local fisheries through education.

GEORGIA
Clayton & Cassidy Waller 
Cotton, Corn, Soybeans, Wheat
Clayton Waller farms the land near Clyo, Georgia, that has been in his family for 
over 100 years. At age 16, Clayton took on the full responsibility of the farm when his 
father became seriously ill. That experience developed his confidence as an operator 
and led to a commitment to agriculture that culminated in establishing his own farm 
after graduating from Georgia Southern University with a degree in Logistics and 
International Transportation. Growing corn, cotton, soybeans, and wheat, Clayton 
prioritizes no-till methods to preserve organic matter in the soil. Soil sampling, cover 
crops, and water conservation techniques have helped make his sandy soils more 
productive and erosion resistant. His role as a crop insurance agent has led him to sponsor crop updates, cattlemen’s 
meetings, and field days to provide educational opportunities for local producers. Clayton’s wife, Cassidy, operates an 
equine business, teaching children about agriculture through horses, along with her farm support roles. 
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ILLINOIS 
Matt & Jenna Kilgus
Dairy, Beef, Hogs, Goats, Corn, Soybeans, Wheat, Creamery
Matt Kilgus grew up on the family dairy farm near Fairbury, Illinois, and at age 16 made 
the decision to pursue a career in production agriculture. He farmed his way through 
college and partnered with his uncle, but diversification was necessary in order to 
make a farming career financially feasible. Incorporating the ideas of several family 
members, Matt currently operates the dairy farm, milking 150 Jerseys, along with raising 
beef, a farrow to finish hog operation, and a goat meat business along with crops of 
corn, soybeans, and wheat. Matt added a creamery, processing and selling milk under 
his family’s private label, as well as an on-farm country store. An intensive rotational 
grazing system has resulted in improved herd health and a desirable product of single-sourced milk from rotationally-
grazed, non-GMO supplemented cows. Matt’s wife, Jenna, handles the books, ordering, marketing, and social media for 
the creamery and manages the country store. Matt and Jenna have three children, Kamber, Collin, and Kelsey.

2022 NOYF Finalists

MICHIGAN 
Terry & Jody Page 
Corn, Soybeans, Wheat, Alfalfa, Custom Services
Terry Page of Lyons, Michigan, began farming on rented land while still in high 
school, using the proceeds to begin a farrow to finish pig operation. Establishing a 
business providing custom farm services allowed Terry to return to the family farm as 
a partner where he grows corn, soybeans, wheat, and alfalfa. Between his own acres 
and those he services for clients, Terry handles over 20,000 acres of harvesting each 
year.  Infrastructure improvements on the farm have allowed Terry to better capture 
marketing opportunities, increasing the grain storage capacity to 205,000 bushels. 
Water and soil conservation play a large role in the farming operation, with cover 
crops, minimal and no till practices, tiling, and grid soil sampling all contributing to the agronomy plan. Terry’s wife, Jody, 
manages a correctional facility and serves a support role on the farm while keeping up with the activities of children Gavin 
and Garret. Terry is involved in Farm Bureau, various grower groups, and volunteers with the local 4-H and FFA. 

NEW JERSEY
Michael & Corey Beneduce 
Vineyard and Winery
Michael Beneduce of Pittstown, New Jersey, traces his involvement in agriculture back 
to the early 1900s when his great grandparents immigrated from Italy and started 
growing roses for New York City’s farmer’s markets. After graduating from Cornell with 
degrees in Plant Science and Viticulture/Enology, Michael incorporated a vineyard into 
his father’s garden center. He grows 22 acres of grapes and several other crops on the 
surrounding acres, utilizing the biodiversity to attract a beneficial insect population and 
other pollinators that are necessary for his operation. A winery and tasting room allow 
the farm to rely completely on direct-to-consumer sales. Michael’s wife, Corey, works in 
marketing and has helped design the farm’s logo and packaging, which is made from a fiber woven in part from recycled 
grape skins. Passing on healthy soil is at the center of all decisions, especially in the choice to dry farm all 30,000 vines, 
training the roots to grow deep in search of water and making them resistant to drought and disease.
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NORTH DAKOTA 
Richie & Sarah Heinrich
Corn, Soybeans, Wheat, Oats, Sorghum Sudan Grass, Cattle
Richie and Sarah Heinrich of Medina, North Dakota, raise cash crops and cattle on the 
Heinrich family farm established in 1939 by Richie’s grandparents. After graduating 
from NDSU with a double major in Crop and Weed Science and Animal Science, Richie 
began farming at age 23. They have incorporated Sarah’s family cattle business into 
the operation, holding a joint production sale with Sarah’s parents each year to market 
registered bulls and bred heifers. Artificial insemination, genetic testing, and ultrasound 
technologies have helped the Heinrichs evolve in the purebred cattle operation. 
Implementing no till, minimal till, and variable rate technology has improved soil health, 
and rotational grazing has benefited both the land and the cattle. Conserving the land is especially important as the 
Heinrichs look to pass the farm on to the next generation, sons Luke, Jacob, and Andrew. Richie is a volunteer firefighter 
and EMT along with serving on various boards and the FFA alumni, while Sarah is a local farm broadcaster and volunteers 
in many roles throughout the community.

2022 NOYF Finalists

TENNESSEE
Hunter & Laura Grills 
Soybeans, Corn, Triticale, Cattle
Hunter and Laura Grills are ninth-generation row crop and beef cattle farmers from 
west Tennessee. Hunter relates that he started farming nine months before he was 
born, and as a teenager he became responsible for farming 45 acres. Now operating 
with Hunter’s two brothers, the Grills grow soybeans, corn, triticale, and Angus beef 
cattle. Hunter’s goal is to be profitable and practical while maintaining a high level of 
professionalism to ensure every dollar invested is yielding a high return. Cover crops, 
filter strips, grass waterways, and no-till practices help achieve the farm’s conservation 
goals.  Laura, a former elementary teacher, works full time on the farm with accounting, 
livestock care, and daily operations.  Hunter serves as a board member for the county soil and water conservation district 
and is active in many grower groups, the Farm Bureau, 4-H and FFA volunteer, and church activities. 

WISCONSIN
Joe & Ashley Dudkiewicz 
Corn, Soybeans, Wheat, Hay, Cattle
Joe and Ashley Dudkiewicz of Crivitz, Wisconsin, grow row crops and cattle on over 1,500 
acres with 32 different landlords. A portion of those acres was originally purchased by 
Joe’s great grandfather in 1927, adjacent to the original family homestead established 
in 1896. The deep roots in agriculture established during Joe’s childhood resulted in 
his choice of a career in production agriculture, and he completed an associate’s 
degree in Farm Business to improve his management skills. Ashley is responsible for 
the farm’s bookkeeping and budgeting, fertilizer and planting prescriptions, and 
cattle management and marketing. Selling farm products directly to the consumer has 
increased their returns, including direct marketing of beef, selling bagged corn as wildlife feed, and selling smaller bales of 
hay and straw. Joe helps with the cattle operation and manages the farming, using no-till practices and nutrient banding 
as well as implementing grass waterways in the conservation management program. Children Jeremy, Annabelle, and 
Jameson are also actively involved in the farming operation.
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2022 NOYF Judges
Andrew Kimmel | OFA PRESIDENT
Andrew and Erin Kimmel farm 1,600 acres of corn and soybeans and a few acres of small 
grains and hay. They also have a feedlot and finish about 350 steers a year in western 
Pennsylvania. Their two children, Ben and Emily, are young adults. Andrew and Erin farm with 
his parents implementing no-till practices and installing many conservation practices. Andrew 
serves on the Armstrong County Conservation District board, The Bedford Farm Bureau Co-op 
Board of directors, and the Pennsylvania Corn Growers Association. Andrew and Erin serve 
as deacons in their church; Erin is also very involved with the children’s program. Andrew and 
Erin were National OYF winners in 2007.

Don Hartman | OFA VICE PRESIDENT
Don and Cheryl Hartman, along with their son Matthew and his wife Megan, farm 500 acres 
of vegetables and small grains in southern New Mexico. Matthew and Megan returned to the 
farm in 2014, Matthew with a degree in Agronomy and Megan with an Agricultural Business 
degree. This area in New Mexico is a high desert and produces some of the best tasting green 
chile and onions in the nation. All of their farms are irrigated by sub-surface drip irrigation. 
Don is president of Luna County Farm and Livestock Bureau and is the current treasurer of 
Deming Soil and Water Conservation District. Don and Cheryl are both actively involved in 4-H 
and the Southwestern New Mexico State Fair. They were National OYF winners in 2006.

Christopher Martin | OFA SECRETARY
Christopher and Ginger Martin started farming from the ground-up in 2002. They sold their 
family home in town and moved back across the river to the very roots of their families’ 
beginnings over 200 years ago. They grow primarily cotton and peanuts. The Martins have 
been involved in research, conservation, and sustainable agriculture. Recently, they purposely 
downsized because their son Grantson and daughter Wellsley have graduated college and 
begun their careers, and they have additional interests to pursue. Ginger launched an author 
career in 2019 and Christopher is her ‘book manager’ in his spare time since the farm’s 
downsizing, plus he enjoys exploring entrepreneurial ideas and real estate opportunities. 

J. Craig Williams | NACAA PAST PRESIDENT
J. Craig Williams graduated from Penn State University in 1986 and has worked most of his 
career there since 1990. He has been an educator for 31 years, teaching youth and adult 
programs on agriculture and livestock education. He conducts on farm research and 
demonstration programs, including corn and soybean variety trials, calf growth programs 
and dairy barn ventilation programs. He has led the dairy risk management and farm bill 
education programs for the PSU dairy team. He is actively involved in PA and National 
Association of County Agricultural Agents. He is currently the National Past President. Craig 
grew up on a dairy farm and now lives with his wife Ellen on a farm in northern PA.

Ethan Cooper  | AGAMERICA LENDING
Ethan Cooper was born and raised in Florida, with the love of the outdoors in his blood. 
After graduating high school, Ethan attended Lake City Community College, obtaining a 
dual degree in Golf Course Operations and Turf Management. Ethan spent 17 years in Golf 
Course Management in Georgia and now resides in Eatonton, Georgia, with his wife and four 
children. He is a graduate of Leadership Putnam, taking on chairperson roles with local events 
benefiting Outdoors without Limits, and coaching baseball. Ethan joined AgAmerica Lending 
as the Georgia and Alabama lender for AgAmerica Lending in 2013 and is now the Director of 
Business Development. 
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Sonny Perdue | FORMER U.S. SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE
Thursday Dinner 
Sonny Perdue came by his knowledge of agriculture the old fashioned way: he was 
born into a farming family in Bonaire, Georgia. From childhood, and through his 
life in business and elected office, Perdue has experienced the industry from every 
possible perspective. He is uniquely qualified as a former farmer, agribusinessman, 
veterinarian, state legislator, 81st Governor of Georgia, and most recently the 31st 
United States Secretary of Agriculture.
Perdue earned a doctorate in veterinary medicine from the University of Georgia, 
where he also played football as Quarterback for the Georgia Bulldogs. While still 
in school, Perdue volunteered to serve his country in the U.S. Air Force, receiving 
an honorable discharge in1974 with the rank of captain. Following a brief tenure as 
a practicing veterinarian, Perdue started multiple businesses from the ground up, 
concentrating in agribusiness and transportation. His public service began in the 
1980s when he served on the Houston County Planning and Zoning Board. He then 
successfully ran for the state senate, becoming majority leader in just four years, 
followed by his election as president pro tempore.
In January 2003, Perdue became the first Republican to serve as Georgia’s governor since 1872. Governor Perdue 
won reelection by an overwhelming margin in November 2006. As governor, Perdue focused on improving education, 
providing better access to health care, creating quality jobs for Georgians, and increasing resources for stronger, 
safer communities.
Uniquely qualified as a former farmer, agribusinessman, veterinarian, state legislator, and governor of Georgia, he 
became the 31st United States Secretary of Agriculture on April 25, 2017. As the product of Georgia, a state where 
agriculture is the leading economic driver, Perdue recognizes that agriculture is an issue and industry which cuts 
across political party boundaries. He recognizes that the size, scope, and diversity of America’s agricultural sector 
requires reaching across the aisle so that partisanship doesn’t get in the way of good solutions for American farmers, 
ranchers, and consumers.
Sonny Perdue has been married to Mary Ruff Perdue for 45 years and has four adult children and fourteen 
grandchildren. He is affectionately called “Big Buddy” by his grandchildren. Perdue and his wife have served as 
foster parents for eight children awaiting adoption. Perdue remains a licensed airplane and helicopter pilot and avid 
outdoor sportsman.

Tom Steever | BROWNFIELD AG NEWS
NOYF Awards Master of Ceremonies

Tom Steever is in his 19th year with the farm radio network Brownfield Ag News, 
heard on nearly 550 radio stations in a dozen states. Tom’s farm broadcast career 
began in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 15 miles from the family farm he and his siblings 
still own. In the late 90s, Orion Samuelson and Max Armstrong invited Tom to 
Chicago to anchor their agricultural television venture, Channel Earth, on DirecTV. 
After Channel Earth left the air, he served the American Farm Bureau Federation 
public relations team. 

Since 2003, he’s been part of Brownfield Ag News, based in Jefferson City, Missouri.  
Tom Steever has covered farm stories in most of the United States as well as in 
15 foreign countries. He served as president of the National Association of Farm 
Broadcasting in 2012 and has been recognized by that organization with numerous 
awards. Tom was named 2017 Farm Broadcaster of the Year and is a 2019 inductee 
into the NAFB Hall of Fame. Now semi-retired, Tom and his wife Lori enjoy spending 
time with their son, daughter-in-law, and granddaughter in Kansas City.

2022 NOYF Speakers
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J. Craig Williams | NACAA PAST PRESIDENT
Saturday Breakfast 
J. Craig Williams graduated from Penn State University in 1986 and has worked most of his 
career there since 1990. He has been an educator for 31 years, teaching youth and adult 
programs on agriculture and livestock education. He conducts on farm research and 
demonstration programs, including corn and soybean variety trials, calf growth programs 
and dairy barn ventilation programs. He has led the dairy risk management and farm bill 
education programs for the PSU dairy team. He is actively involved in PA and National 
Association of County Agricultural Agents. He is currently the National Past President. Craig 
grew up on a dairy farm and now lives with his wife Ellen on a farm in northern PA.

Jon Ebert  | JOHN DEERE INDUSTRY RELATIONS 
Saturday Luncheon
Jon Ebert is the Manager, Public & Industry Relations for North American Sales & Marketing 
at John Deere.  His responsibilities include the development and execution of the public 
and industry relations strategy for the Ag & Turf Division with an emphasis on promoting 
the company’s ag, turf and technology efforts.  Jon has held various positions during his 12 
years at Deere and is well versed in the deployment of precision ag technologies across 
Deere’s product families.  Jon grew up on a farm in N. Illinois, earned a degree in Agronomy 
at the University of Wisconsin at Platteville, Master of Business Administration from Indiana 
University and Master’s degree in Ag Economics from Purdue University.  

Don Koehler | EX. DIRECTOR, GA PEANUT COMMISSION
OFA Forum
Don has served as Executive Director of the Georgia Peanut Commission since 1986. He serves 
on the management team of the Southern Peanut Growers, the Southern Peanut Farmers 
Federation, as a board member of the American Peanut Council, and is on the Statistical 
Task Force Committee of the American Peanut Shellers Association. He is Chairman of the 
Agricultural Technical Advisory Committee (ATAC), which advises USDA and the U.S. Trade 
Representative on trade policy issues. He is a 1979 graduate of Auburn University where he 
received his B.S. in Animal Science. He has served as an assistant county agent with the 
Alabama Extension Service and as a regional manager of the American Soybean Association 
before becoming the Executive Director of the Georgia Peanut Commission. Don and his wife, 
Cheryl, reside in Tifton, GA where they are members of First Baptist Church. They have one 
son in heaven, one son who lives in Tifton, three grandsons and one granddaughter.

Taylor Sills | EX. DIRECTOR, GA COTTON COMMISSION
OFA Forum
Taylor Sills serves as the Executive Director of the Georgia Cotton Commission. In this role he 
oversees the investments that the Commission makes on behalf of Georgia’s cotton farmers 
in the areas of research, promotion, and education. In his role, he also serves as an Advisor 
to the National Cotton Council of America and Southern Cotton growers. Before joining the 
Commission, he spent five years at Georgia Farm Bureau focusing on young farmer leadership 
development as well as marketing grain and feedgrain and soybean policy. He also worked 
at Georgia Federal-State Inspection Service. Sills is a native of Eatonton and holds degrees 
from the University of Georgia’s College of Agricultural & Environmental Sciences as well as 
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College. Sills, his wife Jessica, and daughter Julia Louise live in 
Macon where they are members of Vineville United Methodist Church.

2022 NOYF Speakers
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2022 NOYF Tour Sites
Friday’s tours will begin at the 

Savannah Old Trolley tour. The focus 
will be the 18th and 19th century 
architecture (more than 1700 restored 
buildings) among the live oaks and 
Spanish moss on the world-famous 
squares. 

Each trolley includes a guide 
who offers an entertaining mix of 
trivia, history, and comedy. See 
fountains, cemeteries, statues, shops 
and galleries including a stop at 
the inspiration of the wildly popular 
“Midnight in the Garden of Good and 
Evil.” 

The trolleys will drop us on 
historic, cobblestoned River Street 
known for its food, candy, haunted 
spots, views of the river, and 
fascinating channel commerce. We 
will dine at Vic’s on the River located 
in a lovely old cotton warehouse. 

Vic’s serves Southern cuisine with a 
Lowcountry twist.

Next, we’ll hop on the Savannah 
Riverboat Cruise aboard Georgia 
Queen.  This sightseeing harbor tour 

offers open-air views, snacks and 
drinks, and indoor seating with wide 
window views all while taking in the 
interesting port shipping and vessels 
and beautiful river sights.

Welcome to the Southern Region! 
Christopher Martin Farms Hawkinsville, Georgia,  

Ginger & Christopher Martin 2015 National Finalists 
and current OFA Secretaries 

 Congratulations,  

2021 and 2022 

Outstanding Farmers! 
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In 1920, in his first speech as U.S. Junior Chamber 
National President, Henry Giessenbier stated that 
the Chamber should focus its attention on the 
improvement of conditions for the farmer and better 
urban-rural relations through an understanding of 
agricultural problems. In 1951, Jaycee Dale Spears put 
that challenge into action in designing a program to 
honor Shenandoah’s Outstanding Young Farmers. 
It was soon conducted as a statewide program 
by the Iowa Junior Chamber and, in 1954, was 
adopted by The U.S. Junior Chamber as a national 
priority program. In 2011, the Outstanding Farmers 
of America began administering the OYF program 
with the U.S. Junior Chamber becoming a supporting 
organization along with the National Association of 
County Agricultural Agents (NACAA) and the National 
Association of Conservation Districts. John Deere has 
been the major sponsor of NOYF for the past 44 years.

Today’s farmer is an entrepreneur in a complex 
agribusiness. He or she must understand all aspects 
of farming, including technology, farm implements, 
conservation practices, and other equipment used in 
today’s operations. Producers must also comprehend 
the complexities of new farming methods to raise 
the high volume and quality of crops demanded by 
consumers worldwide while practicing effective land 
and livestock stewardship. As the nation becomes 
more removed from production agriculture, farmers 
must interact with consumers to educate them 
about how their food is produced. The purpose of 
the Outstanding Young Farmer program is to bring 
about a greater interest in the farmer, to foster better 
urban-rural relations through the understanding of 
the farmers’ problems, to develop an appreciation of 
their contributions and achievements, and to inform 

the agribusiness community of the growing urban 
awareness of farmers’ importance and impact on 
America’s economy.

The NOYF Awards Congress is the culmination of 
an independent judging process. Nominees from 
across the U.S. are eligible and may be submitted by 
anyone.  Multiple nominations from any one state are 
permitted; however, no  more than two finalists from 
any state will be chosen.   

The following criteria must be met during the 
nomination process:
• All nominees must be submitted on the official 

Outstanding Young Farmers Nomination Form,  
found on the OFA website.  

• To qualify:
• Nominees must be between the ages of 21 and 

40, not becoming 41 prior to January 1 before the 
National OYF Awards Congress.

• Nominees must be actual farm operators, 
deriving a minimum of two-thirds of their 
income from farming.

National winners are determined based on personal 
contributions in the following categories:
• Progress in agricultural career (50%)
• Extent of soil and water conservation practices (25%)
• Contributions to the well-being of the community, 

state, and nation (25%)

Finalists for the NOYF Award become members of the 
Outstanding Farmers of America, the organization 
which administers the NOYF Awards Program. 

For more information or for nomination forms, visit the 
OFA website at www.outstandingfarmers.com.

About the NOYF
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1955 - Minneapolis, MN 
Clinton J. Harbers, Texas 
Homer R. Beedle, Washington 
Alvin H. Hansen, Michigan 
Jack Thomson, California 

1956 - Pittsburgh, PA 
William A. Powell, Missouri 
A.D. Sprague, Jr,, Kentucky
John R. Beckstrand, ND 
Robert Y. Sakata, Colorado 

1957 - Durham, NC 
John F. Tufts, Texas 
Russell Mayer, Utah 
Alex S. Curtis, Arkansas 
Takeshi Kudo, Hawaii 

1958 - Indianapolis, IN 
William W. Erwin, Indiana 
Felix D. Bullard, Florida 
Thomas J. LaChance, Conn.
Cyrille O. Faure, California 

1959 - Cedar Rapids, IA 
Paul Ames, California 
Dale Koester, Idaho 
R. S. Fisher, North Carolina 
Willard V. Wilson, Wyoming 

1960 - Bakersfield, CA 
Merrill Brown, Wyoming 
Ralph R. Wier, Illinois 
Robert Call, Jr., New York 
J.B. Kelly, New Mexico

1963 - Tulsa, OK 
Eldon C. Weber, Illinois 
Robert L. Alcott, Wyoming 
James Moss, North Carolina 
Wyne D. Brown, Minnesota 

1964 - Madison, WI 
Sam McGregor, South Carolina 
Marvin Dillman, Indiana 
Bill Lane, Texas 
L. Steve Reimers, North Dakota 

1965 - Fort Collins, CO 
Eddie Berens, South Dakota 
Raymond Kauer, Oregon 
William D. Long, Florida 
Dolan E. Brown, Georgia 

1966 - Birmingham, AL 
David A. Blalock, Jr., NC
C.W. Bailey, Florida 
J.C. Holland, Mississippi 
John H. Kautz, California 

1967- Harrisonburg, VA 
William J.Richard, Ohio 
James E. Machek, Florida 
Peter C. Myers, Missouri 
Joe Galleano, California 

1968 - Des Moines, IA 
Richard L. Kerbs, Idaho 
Charles H. Stone, Alabama 
Jerome Sickinger, Wisconsin 
Cecil Zahnow, North Dakota

1969 – St. Paul, MN 
Milt Herts, North Dakota
Christopher M. Lee, Maryland
Frank S. Kimmel, Mississippi
John R. Block, Illinois

1970 - Belleville, IL 
Dean Cortopassi, California 
Gerald W. Barnes, Oregon 
David C. Schiver, Illinois 
Phillip Maxwell, Indiana 

1971 - Madison, WI 
Roger Williams, Florida 
Wayne Heberer, Illinois 
Lee R. Rothe, Colorado 
Gary Cordon, Idaho 

1972 - Sioux Falls, SD 
Harrison  Miller III, Louisiana 
Neal P. Brooks, Florida 
Marlin K. Hoff, Maryland 
Edward Elson, Iowa 

1973 - St. Paul, MN 
Donald Keil, Montana 
Gary L. Baker, Kansas 
Jerry D. King, Illinois 
Stewart Bloodworth, Georgia 

1974 - Dubuque, IA 
William R. Sprague, Kentucky 
Bryan K. Hafen, Nevada 
Floyd H. Stokes, Texas 
Gary D. Muller, Iowa 

1975 - Bloomington, IL 
William T. Nelson, Florida 
William J. McCombs, Indiana 
Keith D. Bjerke, North Dakota 
Laurence Teeter, Tennessee

1976 - Starkville, MS 
Duane Meeker, Indiana 
Albert A. Wipf, South Dakota 
Brent Call, Idaho 
John M. Abraham, Wyoming

1977 - Bismarck, ND 
John W. Chalmers, Illinois 
Evan L. Meyers, Idaho 
Michael F. Bromley, Utah 
John E. Shawhan, Ohio 

1978 - Topeka, KS 
Robert D. Knorr, North Dakota 
Robert M. Johnson, Utah 
Louis R. Abbett, Indiana 
James S. Sprague, Kentucky 

1979 - Burlington, VT 
John E. Barley, Pennsylvania 
William H. Wright, Utah 
Larry G. Bennett, Indiana 
Robert Thompson, North Dakota 

1980 - Fargo, ND 
Rodney Larson, North Dakota 
Byron Keating, Illinois 
Harvey L. Moore, Jr., Kansas 
John W. Fritz, Michigan 

1981 - Waterloo, IA 
Michael Hennenfent, Illinois 
Jeff C. Thomson, California 
Danny Bundrick, South Carolina 
John Adam, Iowa 

1982 - Owensboro, KY 
James R. Moseley, Indiana 
Bryce B. Chamberlain, Illinois 
Sander A. Ludeman, Minnesota 
Rusty Areias, California

1983 - Sioux Falls, SD 
John Mommsen, Wisconsin 
Mike Goodwin, Washington 
Nolan Rayborn, Jr., Mississippi 
John Dalrymple III, ND

1984 - Decatur, IL 
Gary Veenstra, Minnesota 
Rollie Moore, Illinois 
Pete Bontekoe, Michigan 
John Belter, Vermont 

1985 - Great Falls, MT 
W. Bruce Nelson, Washington 
Pete Nygaard, Jr., North Dakota 
Dale Hermreck, Kansas 
Abbott W. Lee, New Jersey 

1986 - Jackson, MS 
Donald H. Anthony, Nebraska 
Alan R. Kemper, Indiana 
Craig Yunker, New York 
Jim Anderson, Minnesota 

1987 - Moline, IL 
Francis Fiorini, California 
Robert J. Schauf, Wisconsin 
Thomas S. Campbell, ND 
James Anderson, Colorado 

1988 - Orlando, FL 
Daniel Natzke, Wisconsin 
Calvin Graber, South Dakota 
Jerry Kuenning, Nebraska 
Doug Carrigan, North Carolina 

Past National OYF Winners
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1989 - Tuscaloosa, AL 
Jerry Doan, North Dakota 
Gary Riggs, New Mexico 
Marlan D. Johnson, Nebraska 
James Giamarese, New Jersey 

1990 - Eau Claire, WI 
David Beam, Ohio 
Kevin Maxwell, Maine 
Richard Johnson, North Dakota 
Alan Brutlag, Minnesota 

1991 - Bismarck, ND 
Steven Hess, Illinois 
Jeffrey Muelemans, Wisconsin 
Brian Vculek, North Dakota 
Joseph Thimm, Nebaska 

1992 - Moline, IL 
Philip Nelson, Illinois 
Eddie Velarde, New Mexico 
Gregg Swanson, North Dakota 
Scott Sechler, Pennsylvania 

1993 - Memphis, TN 
Rodney Birchen, Illinois 
Guy Ewald, Minnesota 
Scott Mueller, Nebraska 
Roger Gussiaas, North Dakota 

1994 - Baltimore, MD 
Lloyd  Holterman, Wisconsin 
Mark Knobel, Nebraska 
David Meyer, North Dakota 
Steve Moest, Illinois 

1995 - Bakersfield, CA 
Randy DeSutter, Illinois 
Lindsey D. Larson, Iowa 
Peter E. McFarland, Wisconsin 
Jeff Topp, North Dakota 

1996 - Sioux Falls, SD 
Lowell Bernston, North Dakota 
Roy Crow, Maryland 
Marty Klinker, Montana 
Dennis West, Wisconsin 

1997 - Tulsa, OK 
Scott Easterly, Nebraska 
Brad Fay, North Dakota 
Senator Sam Graves, Missouri 
John Maxwell, Iowa 

1998 - Kansas City, MO 
Jim Bittner, New York 
John Brunnquell, Wisconsin 
Ron Lawfer, Illinois 
Paul Liebenstein, Minnesota 

1999 - Mobile, AL 
Christopher Thompson, Alabama 
Charles Fry, Maryland 
Paul Zimmerman, Minnesota 
Doug Sombke, South Dakota 

2000 - Indianapolis, IN 
Rochelle Stein, New York 
Matt Mecheel, North Dakota 
David Miller, Connecticut 
Linwood Scott, North Carolina
 
2001 - Omaha, NE 
David Endres, Wisconsin 
Mark Rodgers, Vermont 
Robert Von Thun, New Jersey 
Gregory Wiles, Maryland 

2002 - Grand Rapids, MI 
Bradley Cates, New York 
Scott Hildebrandt, Minnesota 
Scott Kent, Illinois 
Dana Stapleton, South Dakota 

2003 - Louisville, KY 
Tom Donkers, Minnesota 
Kevan Comes, Montana 
Joan Renee Grimes, Ohio 
Jay Binversie, Wisconsin 

2004 - San Antonio, TX 
Richard Eaves, Maryland 
Erik Rockstad, Minnesota 
Brad Williams, Nebraska 
Jay Richardson, Wisconsin 

2005 - Modesto, CA 
Jeff Koch, Indiana 
Richard Rosenboom, Illinois 
Paul Trierweiler, Michigan 
Jeff Vander Groef, New Jersey 

2006 - Quad Cities, IA-IL 
Coley L. Bailey, Jr., Mississippi
Thad J. Willis, Montana 
Don Hartman, New Mexico 
Bradley Schyvinck, Wisconsin

2007 - Mesa, AZ 
H. Kevin Anderson, Maryland 
Shane Slivka, Montana 
Andrew Kimmel, Pennsylvania 
Jamie Larse, Wisconsin 

2008 - Madison, WI 
Chris Eckert, Illinois 
Richard Fontenot, Louisana 
Stephen Bailey, Mississppi 
Charlotte Vick Ferrell, NC 

2009 - Eugene, OR 
Brent Johnson, Iowa 
Willie Sytsema, New Jersey 
Teresa Moore, Ohio 
Bruce Ruddenklau, Oregon 

2010 - Raleigh, NC 
Patrick McGuire, Michigan
Brandon Schafer, Minnesota
Richard Norz, New Jersey 
Ryan Williams, Texas

2011 - Louisville, KY
Joseph Geremia, Connecticut
John Melick, New Jersey 
Chad Budy, Oklahoma
Ryan Keller, Wisconsin

2012 - Springdale, AR
Andrew Bowman, Illinois
Duce Tallamy, New Jersey
Troy Uglem, North Dakota
Brian Schaal, Wisconsin

2013 - Albuquerque, NM
Greg Wegis, California
Erik Tietig, Florida
Nick Meyer, Minnesota
Brian Perkins, Wisconsin

2014 - Rapid City, SD
Christian Richard, Louisiana
Brian Harbage, Ohio
Scott Ferry, Michigan
Patrick Zimmerer, Wyoming

2015 - Cherry Hill, NJ
Chad Garone, California
Christopher Martin, Georgia
Ryan Bivens, Kentucky
Randal Melvin, North Dakota

2016 - Cincinnati, OH
Joe DeFrancesco, Connecticut
Jess Niederer, New Jersey
Kevin Wolsky, North Dakota
Nate Youngquist, Washington

2017 - Greenville, SC
Ben Boyd, Georgia
Chad Bremmer, Illinois
Brad Judson, Mississippi
Mark Ulness, Wisconsin

2018 - Sacramento, CA
Robby Bevis, Arkansas
Ian Plagge, Iowa
Nick Cummings, Ohio
Sam Zimmermann, WIsconsin

2019 - Quad Cities, IA-IL
Derek Martin, Illinois
Ben Albright, Iowa
Ben Sowers, Maryland
Brandon Batten, North Carolina

2020 - Westbrook, CT
Brandon Bonk, Delaware
Will Cabe, Georgia
Michael Jackson, Iowa
Doug Bichler, North Dakota

Past National OYF Winners
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Welcome to the OFA
The Outstanding Farmers of America organization is made up of past nominees 
of the Outstanding Young Farmer Program. It is designed to facilitate an exchange 
of ideas and friendship that encourages excellence and involvement in agriculture 
and the local, state, and national community. There are approximately 1,500 
members across the nation who utilize their connections with each other in a strong 
networking format to assist farmers and promote the importance of America’s 
farming community.

OFA Mission Statement
OFA strives to be the premier recognition 
program by celebrating the diversity, 
productivity and efficiency of today’s and 
tomorrow’s agricultural professionals.

The OFA Vision
OFA is dedicated to being a positive voice in 
agriculture by fostering strong relationships 
and by offering the best opportunities in 
education and networking while recognizing 
efforts in land stewardship, community 
involvement, and modern business practices.

Outstanding Farmers of America 
Past Presidents

Term Name  State                Class
1965-1966  Bob Call   New York   1960
1967-1968  Marvin Dillman  Indiana   1964
1968-1969  Eldon Weber   Illinois    1963
1970-1973  Bill Richards   Ohio    1967
1974-1975  Dino Cortopassi  California   1970
1976-1977  Harrison Miller III  Louisiana   1972
1978-1979  Milt Hertz   North Dakota   1969
1980-1981  Buck Teeter   Kentucky   1975
1982-1983  Keith Bjerke   North Dakota   1975
1984-1985  Bill McCombs   Indiana   1975
1986-1987  Mike Hennenfent  Illinois    1981
1988-1989  Sandy Ludeman  Minnesota   1982
1990-1991  Willard Pedersen  North Dakota  1967
1992-1993  Ralph Thompson  North Dakota   1970
1994-1995  Doug Carrigan  North Carolina 1988
1996-1997  Russ Rosenboom  Illinois    1972
1998-2001  John Shawhan   Ohio    1977
2001-2003  Marlan Johnson  Nebraska   1989
2003-2005  Steve Moest   Illinois    1994
2005-2007  John Maxwell  Iowa    1997
2007-2009  Jerry Barnes   Oregon   1970
2009-2011 Scott Hildebrandt Minnesota  2002
2011-2013 Denny Crum   Maryland  1981
2013-2015 Rodney Birchen Illinois   1993
2015-2017 Jeff Thomson  California  1981
2017-2019 Dana Stapleton South Dakota  2002
2019-2021 Greg Bendixson North Dakota  2002

OFA Officers

Andrew & Erin Kimmel  
• President
• PA 2007

Don & Cheryl Hartman
• VP/Treasurer
• NM 2006

Chris & Ginger Martin
• Secretary
• GA 2015

www.outstandingfarmers.comwww.outstandingfarmers.com

Pat and Jerry Barnes Member of Distinction Award
This legacy award for the OFA is made possible through the hard work 
and dedication of Pat and Jerry Barnes. Recipients have shown exemplary 
involvement to the overall betterment of the OFA and its programs.

        RECIPIENTS
2016 Pat and Jerry Barnes
2017 Ralph and Cleo Thomson
 Bill and Gracie Richards

2018 Willard and Ruth Pedersen
2019 Joe Gambini & Lois Armstrong
2020 David & Bernie Schiver
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OFA Spirit of Giving OFA is a 501(c) 3 Tax Deductible Non-Profit Organization.

OFA DONOR FUND
Buck Teeter   1975 TN
ONEOK    2017 ND
Jack & Mary Lou Thomson 
 Foundation  1955 CA
James & Delores Brown  1965 FL
Wisner H. Buckbee  1965 NY
In Memory of Buck Teeter  1975 TN 

PLATINUM ($5,000+)  
Joe Gambini & Lois Armstrong   1965 CA
Gerald Barnes & Neoma Loehr 1970 OR
Kevin & Sharon Page  1991 MI

Diamond ($1,000+)  
Dana & Julie Stapleton  2002 SD
Marlan & Mary Johnson  1989 NE
Rod & Janelle Holth  Honary ND
Russ & Marilyn Rosenboom 1972 IL
Dave & Jeanne Endres  2001 WI
Ben & Kathryn Littlepage  1965 LA
Rich & Debbie Norz  2010 NJ
Tim & Sara Sullivan  2005 MN
Greg & Carmen Bendixson  2002 ND
David & Bernie Shriver  1970 IL
Joe & Ida DeFrancesco  2016 CT
Ralph & Cleo Thompson  1970 ND
John & Marge Walchli  1969 OR
Andy & Hilde Burger  1966 DE
Ken & Audrey Mason  1970 SD
Robert & Roberta Call   1960 NY
Ken & Marilyn Bush  1966 IL
Robert Sakata   1956 CO
Bob & Ella Mae Wade  1969 KY
John & Gail Kautz   1966 CA
Dan & Sheila White  1970 TX
Kevin & Krissy Albert  2005 NE
Don & Cheryl Hartman  2006 NM
In Memory of Kenneth Bush  
Keith & Marian Bjerke   ND

Gold  ($500+)  
Joe Geremia   2011 CT
Bill Richards   1967 OH
Lloyd & Daphinie Holterman 1994 WI
Rod & Mary Birchen  1993 IL
Scott & Peggy Hildebrant  2002 MN
Willard & Ruth Pederson  1967 ND
In Memory of Pat Barnes (Class of 07) 2007 
Willard & Pat Hennings  1965 WA
Eric & Marlene Haberer  1972 KS
Max & Connie Peterson  1974 IL
Bryce & Cheryl Chamberlain 1982 IL
Richard & Jauanalee Alder  1966 NE
Sandy & Peggy Luderman  1982 MN
Dale & Joanna Koester  1959 ID
Mike & Sandy Hennenfent  1981 IL
Steve & Janeen Moest  1994 IL
Dennis & Doris Tubergen  1994 MI
Jay & Kristin Richardson  2004 WI
Mary Ann Brown   1965 GA
Steve & Dee Gordon  2012 OR
Glen & Angie Walters  2002 GA
Donald & Jeanette Reuvers 1967 MN
Earl & Sue Stanley  1974 VT
Weber S. Taylor    VA

SILVER   
In Memory of Dave Duncan  
Leo Sebek Memorial  2002 SD
Mark & Angie Ulness  2017 WI
Ken & Donna Dickneite  1996 MO
Rufus & Mary Sharard  1967 SC
Ruth Pederson Memorial(Uglem) 2012 ND
Mark & Trudy Peterson  2002 MO
Tor & Nicole Anderson   NJ
Deb & Bob Carpenter  1980 NY
John & Mary Shawhan  1977 OH
Karl Eby & Judy Erickson  1985 IA
Danny & Danette McAlhaney 2002 SC
Ned & Carol Berce   ME
In Memory of Mike Hennenfent 
In Memory of Byron Keating  
George Maxey   1965 CO
In Memory of Alton Minderman  
Elaine Thomson   1981 CA

SEND TO: Don & Cheryl Hartman
6495 HWY 418 SW, Deming, NM 88030

 Annual Dues:   $25
    Lifetime Dues:  $250 
    $100 Challenge:  $100 
    Spirit of Giving:  $____
    OFA Foundation:  $____Dues and 

Donations

The OFA extends sincere appreciation 
to each member of the Southern Region 
Committee who dedicated many hours of 
their time to make NOYF 2022 happen!



AGAMERICA.COM  |  833.672.1497
AgAmerica Lending LLC is a licensed 

mortgage lender. NMLS ID#372267

WE LET NOTHING STAND IN YOUR WAY.

You need freedom to make the right decisions for your farm. Afterall, no one knows it  
better than you. AgAmerica Lending supports young farmers and is dedicated to providing 
the financial freedom you need to succeed. That’s why we offer the most flexible financing  
solutions in the industry. See how we can support your operation.

OCMULGEE SPRAYING  

SERVICES, LLC 
Hawkinsville, Georgia, 

 Enjoy your stay in  

South Carolina! 
Ginger and Christopher Martin ‘15 & OFA secretaries 

We look forward 
to welcoming the 
2023 National 
Outstanding 
Young Farmers
Awards Congress

February 
16-19, 2023
Appleton, Wisconsin



D&D Farms

Danny McAlhaney. 803-793-7095. 



Brandon & Ashley Bonk | DELAWARE
When Brandon Bonk returned to 
Delaware with a degree in Ag 
Systems Technology from Iowa 
State, his family farm had been 
discontinued, and he was faced 
with starting his own operation 
from the ground up. Together 
with his wife, Ashley, and their 
children Audrey, Annabell, Coy, 
and Ward, Brandon has created 
a 5,700 acre operation growing 
wheat, soybeans, corn, potatoes, and sweet potatoes. 
Brandon designed and built a new grading line for the potato 
operation, which Ashley runs during harvest as part of her 
full-time farm job that also includes office management and 
operating irrigation systems. Brandon works with a crop 
consultant to develop his nutrient management plan using 
soil testing, nutrient testing, and plant tissue testing to achieve 
yield goals and take care of the soil. Cover crops add fertility 
to the soil and manage soil moisture, reducing compaction 
and overall energy use. The Bonks have been involved in 
the LEAD Delaware program for young ag leaders, the state 
Soybean Board, volunteer fire department, Annie’s Project, 
Farm Bureau, Masons, and the Delaware Poultry Industry. The 
farm also hosts the Delaware Ag Tech Farm Tour. 

Michael & Mary Beth Jackson | IOWA
As a sixth-generation farmer, 
Michael Jackson was challenged 
to discover where he fit into the 
operation when he returned 
from college with a degree in 
feed science and agronomy. 
He replaced his father’s aging 
swine buildings with segregated, 
early-wean buildings, and they 
partnered in growing corn and 
soybeans. Michael has further 
diversified with Jackson Seed Sales, providing seed for 
corn, soybeans, and cover crops. The investment in a 40-
foot no-till drill led to a custom drilling business to offset the 
cost of the equipment. It also allows Michael to seed cover 
crops in the fall, providing erosion control, nutrient banking, 
and increasing the soil’s organic matter.  The farm’s goal is 
a sustainable soil legacy with cleaner water and a strong 
economic bottom line through less input costs. Mary Beth, 
is the bookkeeper for the farm, seed business, and custom 
farming operations and is involved in the school activities of 
their children, Arianna, Johnathon, and Mack. The couple are 
active in Farm Bureau, 4-H, Iowa State Extension Ag Advisory 
Group, their church, and Practical Farmers of Iowa. They 
participate in Ag in the Classroom, where they use Skype to 
give on-farm tours to classrooms as far away as Florida. 

Will & Heather Cabe | GEORGIA
Will Cabe raises hay, baleage, 
cattle, goats, and poultry on 600 
acres near Carnesville, Georgia. 
He returned to the farm after 
earning a bachelor’s degree in 
Agricultural Education from the 
University of Georgia.  According 
to Will, “All the decisions that are 
made on our farm are with the 
future generations in mind, and we 
take a very ‘leave it better than you 
found it’ approach to the management of our resources.” An 
online cattle management platform that Will helped develop 
allows him to keep livestock records and record updates as 
they happen, improving management efficiency. Building a 
stack house for management of poultry litter will allow for 
a detailed, extension derived nutrient management plan.  
Will’s wife, Heather, operates a graphic design business from 
home. They have three children, Deacon, Teller, and Emersyn. 
The Cabes serve in their church, the county cattlemen’s 
association, state young cattlemen’s council, Farm Credit 
committee, Farm Bureau, and 4-H. Through the Ag in the 
Classroom program, they give a virtual farm tour that allows 
kids to experience a day in the life of a farmer. 

Doug & Maria Bichler | NORTH DAKOTA
Doug Bichler produces cattle, oat 
hay, corn silage, and alfalfa with 
his wife, Maria, and their children, 
Amelia and Therez. Working with 
the local soil conservation district 
and NRCS, Doug established an 
agricultural waste system that 
allows the farm to custom feed 
several hundred head of cattle and 
increase the pasture stocking rates. 
No-till farming, cover crops, and 
prescribed grazing schedules have helped the farm conserve 
moisture and nutrients, increasing forage production and 
enabling Doug to supply his cattle herd and custom feeding 
business with feed resources that are nearly all grown onsite. 
Doug grew an eight-cow program into a 250-cow operation 
that holds an annual bull and female production sale. 
Maria helps with marketing, conducting the production sale, 
handling farm finances, and working as a writer and copy 
editor for Star Publications. Doug has served as president of 
the North Dakota Simmental Association, chair of the county 
soil conservation district, and representative to the World 
Simmental Congress in Australia. He is active in the state 
Stockmen’s Association, state Board of Agriculture Research 
and Education, King Ranch Institute for Ranch Management, 
NCBA, 4-H, and church activities.
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