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2017 NOYF WINNERS - The winners named at the 2017 National Outstanding Young Farmers Awards Congress are (from left)
Brad and Molly Judson, Mississippi; Ben and Julie Anna Boyd, Georgia; Chad and Deb Bremmer, Illinois; and Mark and Angie
Ulness, Wisconsin.

Pat & Jerry Barnes Member of Distinction Award presented
This legacy award for the OFA is made
possible through the hard work and
dedication of Pat and Jerry Barnes. This
distinction will be awarded to any OFA
members who have shown exemplary
involvement to the overall betterment
of the OFA and its programs.

Receiving the award this year were Ralph
and Cleo Thompson (below) and Bill and
Gracie Richards (below left, receiving the
award from Rodney Birchen).

The 2017 National Outstanding Young Farmer finalists (from left): Brad & Molly Judson, MS; Dean & Sara Hutto, SC; Tor &
Nicole Andersen, NJ; Jarman & Nancy Sullivan, NC; Ben & Julie Anna Boyd, GA; Chad & Deb Bremmer, IL; Matt & Stacy Swenson, ND; Aaron & Jessica Radermacher, MN; Kevin & Rebekah Hicks, AR; Mark & Angie Ulness, WI.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Dana and Julie Stapleton (SD 2002)

stapletn@venturecomm.net • (605) 880-9371

Networking is a great OFA benefit
We send our greetings from Northeastern
South Dakota! We hope everyone had safe
travels home from the Congress! We were
greeted with unseasonably warm weather
when we returned home from South Carolina! We have started our calving season.
Our son and I have a busy March taking
turns “on night duty” to check the calves.
First and foremost, we want to congratulate the Class of 2017! This is another great
group of young agriculturists that we welcome as Alumni of the OFA and welcome
them to our OFA family! It was a pleasure
to meet every one of you. We look forward
to getting to know you in the future. We
hope to meet you all again, in California!
We want to thank the Southern Regional
Committee for putting on a sensational
Congress! It was a great and we have
heard many compliments! After attending the Congress, we always feel revitalized and the networking amongst the OFA
is one of the best benefits.
We enjoyed participating in the OFA Outreach Program. It makes us proud to be
able to share Agriculture with young stu-

dents from other areas of the country. The
OFA is dedicated to being a positive voice
in agriculture. It is great when we are able
to tell “Our Story”. We want to thank Brenda Wright for letting us participate in her
classroom at the Blue Ridge High School.
If anyone would like to volunteer to help
us with the Ag Outreach Program, please
let us know!

We look forward to serving as Presidents
of the OFA. We believe in the Program
and give it our full support. Being part of
the OFA, has been a life changing experience for us. What an outstanding group
of people and a remarkable organization
to belong to. Some of our best friends are
OFA friends! We want you to know, we will
give our job the time and dedication it deserves. Thank you for the opportunity to
serve you!
Your officer team will meet for a Board
meeting and some will be traveling to Sacramento to meet with the Regional committee there, to finalize tours and plans for
the 2018 Congress. We want to welcome
Don and Cheryl Hartman to the Board as

Secretary. We look forward to working
with them.
We want to thank the NACAA for their
many candidates they provided for us this
year! We really appreciate their efforts!
Hopefully all OFA members can nominate
a candidate for next year’s congress. Now
is the time to be working and looking for
a nominee.
We want to thank everyone that contributed to the Spirit of Giving! That is always
a big help to the OFA.
We want to recognize and thank our fellow officers and coordinators and media
coordinator for all the hard work they do!
We appreciate the time and dedication
they give to the organization!
We hope to see everyone in Sunny California next year!

John Deere enjoys NOYF sponsorship
By Chuck Studer
Director of Industry Relations - John Deere
As I reflect on the time I was privileged to spend at the 2017 Outstanding Young Farmer Congress, I am reminded of the 41 year relationship
John Deere has enjoyed with the
National Outstanding Young Farmer
competition. Along with the National Association of County Agricultural
Agents and the Junior Chamber of
Commerce, John Deere has been privileged to be a major sponsor of your
recognition, education, and networking activities. From all of us at John
Deere Company and each of our John
Deere dealers across the U.S., we are
happy to be part of your continued
success.
The 2017 Outstanding Young Farmer
National Finalists were exceptional
representatives for OFA, for agricultural in general, and for the communities in which they live and serve. As I
listened to their individual interviews
and their presentations to the attendees at this year’s Congress, I was again
re-energized about the future of our
industry. I heard about challenges
overcome, sacrifices made, and creative responses to roadblocks encountered. I heard countless stories
of gratitude for previous generations
and for others who believed in each
of the candidates and how they supported them at critical times of their
personal and professional lives.
Even more impressive, I learned how
the candidates were giving back and
supporting others in their community, helping the dreams of the next
generations come to life.
I heard
about their love of their land, their
abiding faith, and of 2nd mile service!

OFA elects
new secretary

By Don and Cheryl Hartman
(NM 2006)

Their stories and examples were truly
inspiring, exceeded only by their vision for the future and their drive to
succeed.
Today our industry continues to encounter challenges and roadblocks.
There has never been a time when
agriculture needs stronger and more
effective advocates. If I could ask anything of the 2017 National Finalists,
it would be to continue and elevate
their work as advocates and educators for agriculture. Our elected national, state, and local officials are
dealing with very complicated issues
that will impact agricultural’ s future.
They need thought leaders and subject matter experts they can turn to
for advice and perspectives on how
their decisions will impact their communities.
You can fill that role by reaching out,
building relationships, and offering
your services. And the same can be
said for the teachers who are educating our future generations. Most of
them are multiple generations removed from production agricultural
and have no personal experiences to
rely on. You and others in your community can provide opportunities for
those educators to gain some real
world exposure to agriculture – in
turn helping them share the real-life
messages of how our food is grown.
We must stand-up and tell our story.
And we must share that story with
others with whom we do not traditionally converse.
Thank you for allowing me and John
Deere be part of your 2017 National
OFA Congress. And best wishes in the
year ahead!

In February 2006
when we
were
in
Moline, Illinois and
it was the
50th ann i ve r s a r y
of the National Outstanding Young Farmers Program. We were very surprised at being
chosen one of four national winners.
This year as we were attendees at the
National OFA Congress in Greenville,
South Carolina, it was familiar to hear
and see that same excitement from
this year’s winners. Congratulations
to all of you. We hope that you continue to come and support the future
nominees and winners. We have made
some very special friends and enjoyed
our time spent attending these meetings.
In the years since 2006 we have seen
many changes in our family and farming operation. Back then our children
were young, Matthew was 14 and Roy
12. We now farm 500 acres of vegetables and small grains in Southern New
Mexico. Matthew is now 25, married
to Megan and both obtained degrees
in Agriculture from New Mexico State
University before returning to the farm
and joining the farming operation. We
are proud that our area in New Mexico
is a high desert and produces some of
the best tasting green chile and onions
in the nation. All our farms are now irrigated by sub-surface drip irrigation
which has resulted in a huge reward in
conservation and profitability.
This year’s meeting also brought some
new responsibilities for us. We are excited about becoming the new OFA
Secretary and look forward to doing
the best that we can do to support the
OFA!
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NOYF WINNER’S SPOTLIGHT
Ben and Julie Anna Boyd (GA 2017)
Ben And Julie Anna Boyd were named
NOYF winners at the Awards Congress in
February 2017. They live near Sylvania,
Georgia, where they have a diversified
row crop operation where growing cotton,
peanuts, corn, soybeans , wheat, rye, oats,
hay and a cow calf operation. Below, they
tell us a little more about their operation
and their experience with NOYF.

Weather events have been our biggest
struggle. Living in the coastal plains of
southeast Georgia, we get a lot of rain,
but it hardly ever seems to come at the
best time for good yields. Several consecutive droughts put us in a real financial strain, but with more irrigation and
the good Lord’s blessing we have survived and are probably better off for it.

At face value our farm looks a lot like
most in our area, but what makes us
unique is how it came to be. The home
place, which consists of about 45 acres
of tillable land, was purchased in 1910.
My grandmother was 1 year old and one
of 16 children. They survived the depression and a war, but in the mid 1940s,
all the men were gone to war so she
moved to Savannah to work as a welder
at the shipyard to help the war effort. It
was with this salary earned and saved as
“Rosie the riveter” she was able to buy
out her surviving siblings and return to
the farm after the war ended.

Prior to NOYF, we were really not that familiar with the OFA, so we did not know
what to expect. We were overwhelmed
by the thoughtfulness and support of
the members.
The diversity of
the group is immediately evident because
our operations
are so different, but at the
same time that
common bond
of great people
that love the
land makes us
very
similar.
Humbling
is
the first word
that I would
use to describe
the whole experience.
It
makes you feel
great to be embraced by such
a
supportive
group of your

While we have lots of room for improvement, we believe our operation is sustainable right now. We know we could
use a little more land, capital and security, but we are so thankful to have survived some pretty tough times. In five
years we would like to have a little bit
more irrigation and maybe have a few
more conservation and long term soil
health plans in place. These bigger projects take a lot of money and time so we
have to take small bites to absorb the
cost of these projects.

peers. We felt like we were in the wrong
place because everyone else in the room
seemed so talented and successful, but I
guess it’s just an honor to be in the room
with these new friends from all walks of
agriculture.

NOYF WINNER’S SPOTLIGHT
Mark and Angie Ulness (WI 2017)
Mark and Angie Ulness own and operate
Ragnar Holsteins, an 80 cow registered
Holstein dairy farm near Valders, Wisconsin. They were named NOYF winners at
the Awards Congress in February 2017.
They grow corn, alfalfa, and canary grass
on 230 acres for their herd’s forage needs.
Below, they share some more information
about their operation and their experience
at NOYF.
We place an emphasis on marketing our
genetics from our registered Holstein
herd to help create a niche market for
our farm. We have sold our genetics in
local, state and national consignment
sales as well as privately to other breeders to help supplement our farm’s income. The contacts and friendships that
we have made through the Registered
Holstein industry has been very rewarding and gratifying.
Currently, our farm is operated by our immediate family with some part-time high
school and college employees.
Five years from now our oldest children will be ready to
graduate from high school and
we will have to decide how to
incorporate them into the operation if they choose to farm
with us. Hopefully with the
continued improvement of our
genetics and marketing, there
will be an opportunity to grow

our farm revenue to accommodate additional family members if need be.
Land values and land rent prices in our
area have been the biggest obstacles
for us to try to grow the size of our farm
business to potentially allow our children to farm with us. $10,000-$15,000
per acre and up to $300 per acre rent in
Manitowoc County have forced us to be
content with the crop land that we own
and try to make the most of it with the
resources that we have. Farming more
efficiently with what we have and trying
to add value to our product by improving quality and marketability has been
the approach we have taken to alternatively improving profitability, rather
than growing the size of our farm.
Our OFA/NOYF experience was very rewarding for us with the many people
that we met and the great friendships

that we started to develop! Our NOYF
class members have many similar interests, values and passions for everything
in our lives, especially Faith, Family and
Farming! Many of us are in similar stages
of our lives and careers, allowing us to
relate well with each other and sharing
in similar current joys and struggles.
The ease of talking to farmers of all ages
from all parts of the country was evident
at our first OFA/NOYF Convention and
likely is the reason why so many OFA
members continue to attend year after
year!

JOIN US FOR THE 2018

National Outstanding
		
Young Farmers

		
By Chad Garone (CA 2015)
The Western Region is looking forward
to hosting the 2018 NOYF Awards Congress in Sacramento, California, from
February 15-18. We are making great
efforts to plan a memorable experience
for both the alumni and new class of
young farmers. The city of Sacramento
will offer a great taste of agriculture
and history of the Golden State. With
temperatures averaging from 50-68
degrees, it should make for a welcoming environment for all OFA members
in mid February.
California’s vast diversity will be showcased
at the 2018 Congress,
including
everything
from the transcontinental railroad and gold

rush, to the endless contributions of
produce from America’s Bread Basket
of fruit and vegetables. The Western
Region Planning Committee has been
diligently working to give the OFA
members an incredible California experience; focusing on our major agriculture commodities, including everything from artichokes to wine. We are
currently working on tours of almond
processors, University of California Davis viticulture department, as well as
the water delivery system of the nation’s most populous state.

Awards Congress
Pre-congress tours could include the
World Ag Expo in Tulare, Feb 13-15, as
well as visits to San Francisco, Napa Valley, or Lake Tahoe. Sacramento has numerous museums including gold rush,
trains, aircraft, and fine art. Sacramento
also is home to the Sacramento Kings,
and has two major rivers running
through town.
Post tours are being arranged and
could include San Francisco, Napa Valley, Lake Tahoe, Reno, Monterey, Santa
Cruz, Carmel, various wineries, gold
camps, and historic mining towns. The
options in California are
endless and sure to meet
the interests of all members of OFA. So we welcome and encourage your
participation in the 2018
NOYF Awards Congress in
sunny California.

OFA MEMBER’S SPOTLIGHT

Willard and Ruth Pedersen (ND 1967)
In April of 1967 over thirty state winners, including winners from Alaska
and Hawaii, and their spouses met in
Harrisonburg, Virginia, to compete
in the Jaycees Outstanding Young
Farmer program. We had an even better than usual opportunity to get well
acquainted, as we enjoyed a pre-convention tour that included Laray Caverns, a tour and a steak picnic dinner
in Manassas Battleground (try eating
steak off of paper plates on your lap!),
and a trip into Washington, D.C., where
we enjoyed the sights including cherry
blossoms in bloom. The gentlemen,
but not the ladies, were able to meet
with some government officials. Remember, this was 1967!
A highlight of our convention was the
parade. Two couples drove/rode in
each convertible in the parade through
downtown Harrisonburg. I was able to
drive and Bill and Gracie Richards were
in the back seat due to the alphabetical order of our North Dakota and Ohio
states. This led to a special friendship
that has lasted these fifty years.
Incidentally, Miss Virginia was a special
guest throughout the convention.
Through the years, the Pedersen Farm
has raised a variety of crops, currently wheat, soybeans, navy and pinto

beans. Some of our challenges are: a
short growing season; flat, cold wet
soil that has needed legal drains, surface drains and some tile; long distances from markets so that transportation
is costly and sometimes in short supply.
I have transitioned from a full-time
farmer to an operator of a small acreage. I had the challenges and the rewards of having been able to bring our
son and grandson into the operation
as full-time managers and operators of
our property.
The OYF experience has been a game
changer in our lives. Making friends
and visiting their farms from California
to Vermont and serving as OFA officers
have been both learning and heartwarming experiences. Special memories are the four foreign and eight domestic tours that Ruth and I arranged
and led. Working with Carol Bauer was
a delight, and no tour leaders could
have more congenial, cooperative, and
appreciative tour members!
As several of our OFA friends and acquaintances have been appointed to
national positions, we enjoyed being
able to say, “Oh, we know him!” We
think of John Block (IL), Secretary of
Agriculture; Peter Myers (MO), Deputy

Secretary of Agriculture; William Richards (OH), Chief of Soil Conservation;
Milt Hertz (ND), Chief of ASCS; Keith
Bjerke (ND), Chief of ASCS; Dean Kleckner (IA), President of National Farm Bureau.
Our experiences in the OFA helped us
grow and led to other opportunities. I
served with the North Dakota Wheat
Commission for several years and was
able to make three major trips (Eastern
Europe/North Africa; Asia; and South
America/Central America) promoting
wheat. I also served for several years
on a regional bank board.
We in agriculture are good producers,
but we need to spend more time and
effort in promoting that production.
We should be willing to give some of
our time to serve on local and state
boards and committees to tell the story of the safety and quality of both our
produce and our farming practices.

OFA Ag Outreach: Greenville, SC
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Tours Information
•

The OFA Summer Tour will be the ”Islands of New England Cruise” August 10-19, 2017. For more information, contact Harvest Travel, Carol
Bauer, at 501-482-5535 or Jerry Barnes at 541-954-9989.

•

For more information about the 2018 pre- and post-Congress tours in
California, watch the OFA website (www.outstandingfarmers.com) and
the OFA Facebook page.

The Newsletter
of the Outstanding
Farmers of America

Dues


$25 Annual



$250 Lifetime
(per couple)

Submit to:
OFA Treasurer Andrew Kimmel
Outstanding Farmers of America
169 Idaho Rd

www.outstandingfarmers.com

Send submissions or comments to: Erin Slivka
6074 PN Bridge Rd • Winifred, MT 59489 • slivka.erin@gmail.com

Shelocta, PA 15774

